
1  You should have two bottles, small sterile for Bacterial, and large for Chemistry. 

2  Write your details on at least one bottle and repeat, at least your name, on the other since we 

are collecting the same water in both bottles.  Note, if you want to split the sample set, for 

example - Chem only on the tank, and only Bacto on your kitchen tap, please indicate this on 

each bottle.  Remember to consider what you want tested, you may have water filters installed, 

if so, indicate if your sample is post-filter or pre-filter.  The main thing here is, so long as you 

know where the water sample came from, and for us to distinguish this on the report. 

3  In order to take a good representative sample for analysis, flush tap/outlet for 20 secs to 

2 minutes depending on your plumbing reticulation. Alternatively, you may take sample directly 

from your holding tank, however this may be dangerous or not practicable.  If sampling from a 

holding tank, hold the sample container in one hand at an angle of 45° and the screw cap in the 

other hand. Plunge the container in vertically to a depth of approximately 20 cm, allow it to fill 

without rinsing and immediately replace the screw cap. 

4 With clean hands take the small Bacto bottle and remove the seal and lid.  Without delay fill 

the bottle nearly to the top, over the graduation line.  If it overflows, no problem, just flick a bit 

out so there is a small air gap before you place the lid back on.  Be sure not to contaminate 

inside the lid with fingers, and don't place the inside of the lid facing down on the ground. 

5  Remove the lid of the larger Chem bottle and fill nearly to the top, similar to the Bacto bottle. 

6  Remember to write your details on the bottle labels if you haven't already in Step 2. above.  

Place both bottles back in the bag and keep in a cool spot for up to 1 hour, or refridgerate 

(do not freeze) up to 24 hours.  The sooner the sample is returned to your pickup location, the 

better the integrity of the sample, and your results on the final report. 
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